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INTESTINAL WORMS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—lI did intend publishing a “book treating of verminous 
diseases,” compiled from the experience and writings of others, with my 
own noted observations, in this connection, for some years; not for the 
purpose of adding my name to the long list of contributors to that atonic 

circulation of medical literature, in the form of little books, so popular 
with a class, but to bring to notice the frequent errors of diagnosis in re- 
lation to intestinal worms, their signs and symptoms, and, also, to intro- 
duce, either a new, or a forgotten and unrecorded, old plan of treatment, 
for the destruction of these vermin, which I have for some time em- 
ployed with success, particularly in cases of tape worm. 

Although we all know that most of the letters of thanks, for recorded 
cures, which are appended to quack advertisements, are “ inventions 
of the enemy,” still we must allow that some of the advertised cures 
of cases of different diseases, that “have been given over by some 
of our most eminent physicians,” are in part too true. We may under- 
stand very well, that the “ nostrum” so puffed, had little or no agency 
in the cure. Still the eminent physician’s mistake in pronouncing the 
case incurable, must be acknowledged, and the grateful patient, while he 
records his evidence in favor of the cure-all, also records a weakened 
reliance in the judgment of the eminent guardians of the public health 
—the regular physicians. | 

I have determined, for the present, not to print the “ book about 
worms,” although it was proposed, by one of the “trade,” to guaran- 
tee me from loss; quite a temptation in these writing times, when by 
affixing your name to the title-page of any medical book adapted for the 
“country trade,” you may also make your reputation abroad a fixed fact, 
based upon the supposed knowledge you possess over your professional 
brethren, on the subject treated of in the book, though perhaps you may 
have only translated or transcribed the thoughts and acts of predecessors, 
and contemporaries, not even after the most approved style. Ned 

Still, I am anxious to say something about “ worms ;” and if you will 
give the accompanying sheets a place in your Journal, my purpose may 
be served as well as by publishing the book, my intentions may esca 


the censure of the captious, and the production itself thus be shielded - 
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from the contempt or criticism of the reviewer. I wish not to enter the 
field of medical literature by the same forbidden gate, or over the appro- 
priated fence, with those whose eminent position gives them better nght 

-than mine to illustrate the exploded theory, or to re-decorate the columns 
of ancient fact and experience with the tinselled touch of novelty. 


Boston, April, 1849. Your ob’t, d. 8. de 


Writers who have devoted much attention to the subject of human 
intestinal worms, seem to have failed in establishing any sound rules of 
practice in this department of pathology. 

Arguing from certain conclusions, the results of speculative theories, 
one party maintains that grave organic diseases originate from the pre- 
sence and action of worms in the human digestive apparatus, and that 
the peculiar symptoms of verminous development are easy to be distin- 
guished, and the removal of the enemy by drugs is equally easy and 
certain, following specific rules. 

Others defend the doctrine which teaches that worms are incapable 
of producing any organic disease, having of necessity a fatal tendency, 
and repudiate the “forty and one sure signs,” so long held to be infallible 
proofs of “worm fevers,” by gossips of all genders, “in” and “out 
of practice,” considering them unworthy the dignified pathognomonic so 
pertinaciously claimed for them. 

That patients have died of unknown ills, in all times, no physician 
doubts ; that, in some cases, the autopsy has revealed worms in such po- 
sitions, as to answer for a cause of death in absence of better proof to 
the contrary, Is true; and, in less frequent cases, that worms have been 
the cause of sudden dissolution, may be admitted, without descriptions 
of supposed lesion, and fairly classed in the physician’s case-book as ac- 
cidental deaths. 

The majority of practitioners admit the obscurity of worm cases, and 
the difficulty of treating them successfully, when the diagnosis is es- 
tablished beyond doubt ; and, it may be needless to add, that though most 
physicians consider the dangerous qualities of worms, overrated, in other- 
wise healthy individuals, still, in some forms, their presence in the human 
alimentary canal is productive of much mental and physical suffering, 
with a consequent train of symptoms calculated to mislead the investi- 
gator, simulating the phenomena of well-known acute or chronic disease, 
and leading to a plan of treatment often unnecessary and unpleasant in 
its results. 

Although the inquiry in this direction promises no brilliant responses, 
it must be admitted that the subject is worthy of consideration and in- 
vestigation ; .and if observation adds no certain sign to the list of symp- 
toms, experience may do something towards furnishing a safe remedy in 
such cases as clearly come within the rule. 

Worms are frequent causes of complaint to some individuals; they 
exist in others for a long time, without any disturbance to the animal 
economy, or any token of their presence being made manifest. It is 
well known that the worms commonly met with in practice are of three 
kinds—the long round worm, the small pin or thread worm, and the 
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tape worm. Of the latter there are said to be two or more species. 
Other worms are occasionally seen, and described elaborately in medical 
works. The object of this paper is principally to call attention to the 
tape worm, and some of the facts in relation to its treatment upon a 
milder plan than has hitherto been entertained. Still it may not be out 
of place to notice briefly other designated worms, as the proposed remedy 
has been found useful in proved, and in some suspected cases, in which 
other treatment had been useless; particularly is this applicable to the 
round worm. 

The ascaris vermicula, or pin worm, is the most annoying and con- 
stant inhabitant of the human bowel ; the most difficult to eradicate, yet 
often suddenly departing, unattacked by drugs or treatment of any kind. 
No age seems to be a defence against it, though children suffer in greater 
proportion than adults. The intolerable itching caused by this worm is 
so irritating to infants, that convulsions are frequently induced by it, as 
the writer has noted from his own limited experience. ? 

Incontinence of urine, troublesome eruptions about the anus, and 
chorea, among other evils, have found a cure in a fortunate removal of 
these vermin, under the observation of the writer, who remembers on two 
occasions the embarrassment experienced by several judicious medical 
gentlemen, who were called in consultation upon a case of supposed 
“cerebral difficulty” in a child of 17 months, a female, who had had sud- 
den paroxysms of crying during a day and night, at intervals. She was 
unusually “good natured,’ ‘laughing fits” succeeding the “crying 
fits,” according tothe mother’s description, regularly. The child showed 
no other sign of disease whenthe physician was called. The child’s 
agony was so great, and her struggles so violent and eccentric, as to re- 
semble some forms of hysteria in adults. No examinations made by the 
medical attendants could detect the cause of the sudden accessions of 
apparent distress, with the following evidences of ease and pleasure ex- 
hibited by the patient at intervals. Leeches were applied at different 
parts of the body, principally about the head and neck ; “opiates and 
antispasmodics ” were given, with no effect. . “ Vomiting and purging ” 
followed, with “cold and warm baths.” Random shiots of all kinds 
were fired. In short, ‘everything was done.” ‘The retreat of the un- 
discovered enemy was as sudden as the invasion. The cerebral difficulty 
disappeared. Which of the weapons of the medical army had won the 
victory, was matter of doubt. One relied upon the field and siege train 
of “cathartics” ; another gave the palm to the flying artillery of 
“ emetics” ; a third to the “musquetry ” of calomel charges, so often 
directed at the diseases of children, with deadly effect ; while the bayo- 
net and sabre, in medical tactics represented by the lancet and leech, 
were claimed as the agents to whose power the disease succumbed. An 
accidental operation of the nurse, which could hardly obtain a place 
among the “ regular operations” of even homceopathic surgery, removed 
the cause, at which act the ‘“ cerebral difficulty ” vanished into a 
“ cure.” 

A few days afterwards, an attack, precisely like the former, was fol- 
lowed by symptoms of a like character, and of increased severity. Again 
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was the family physician baffled, and those associated with him in con- 
sultation in this “ peculiar case,” and some serious termination seemed 
impending. ‘The child’s actions with her hands, and spasmodic twisting 
“of her thighs and legs, led at last to a careful examination in the region 
of theanus. A large number of pin worms were discovered escaping from 
the bowel, in a stateof unusual activity. This gave a clue to the pro- 
bable source of excessive irritation. ‘The removal of the worms, however, 
did not give the child any permanent relief; she was nearly exhausted 
by the struggles and suffering of some hours, yet seemed to indicate, by 
signs of unequivocal satisfaction, that the exploration was at last going 
on in the right region. ‘The writer, in a vaginal search, discovered two 
of these lively intruders, frolickmg about upon an inflamed mucous 
membrane of singular redness and excitability. Their intentional re- 
moval terminated the case, as the accidental act had done on a former 
occasion ; and the practitioners were rewarded with a smile of unusual 
intelligence from the lips of so young a patient, for their discovery of 
the cause, and their treatment of the “ cerebral difficulty.” 

Some other cases, of shorter duration and less suffering, from a similar 
cause, have occurred in the practice of the writer, and may have been 
frequently met with by physicians, though no recorded cases of this kind 
have come to my knowledge. In general terms, | am aware writers 
have stated that worms may be found in the vagina and “ other parts 
of the body.” Searching the vagina for worms may not always be ad- 
vised in cases of convulsions. It is a triflmg matter, perhaps, yet as well 
worthy of record and remembrance, as many other noted experiences ; 
for without in the slightest degree interfering with the professional repu- 
tation of “several physicians,” it is plain that the best-informed may 
forget important trifles, which are often of the highest practical utility. - 

It is obvious that male children, though suffering in other ways from 
these worms, are not liable to such an extreme and unique source of “ ce- 
rebral difficulty.” Adult females, attacked in the vagina by these worms, 
would describe their sensations and escape the treatment of the child 
under similar circumstances. 

With regard to the “ long round worm,” little need be said—as for 
the most part it is considered as rather a harmless inhabitant of the bowel ; 
and the opinion, out of the profession, is that no individual of the human 
species, but has, at one time or another, passed one or more of these 
worms in the ordinary way. The supposed symptoms of their presence 
are well understood, and the remedies are as numerous as are the symp- 
toms which lead to their use. 

Undoubtedly the habits of an individual favor the development of 
worms, in number and size in proportion to the approximation or de- 
parture from the received standard of health. It is said that the use of 
some articles of food, long persevered in, will generate them. This, pro- 
bably, is not true; though it is by some admitted that the eggs of these 
vermin may retain their vitality, deposited in the article so used, even 
when submitted to the high temperature of the boiling point—and grow 
and thrive afterwards in the human bowel, the usual home of the round 
worm so frequently seen. : 


cau 
fro 
sati 
at 

vol 
neé 

lec 
the 
the 
the 
up 

pa 

sa 
co 
| we 

ha 

ot 

| O 

cl 
le 
t! 
a 
le 

1 

t 

t 


Intestinal Worms. 253 


At times they ascend in numbers to the stomach—and from some 
cause, probably the resistance of the pylorus, they endeavor to escape 
from the irritating action of the gastric juice, by the cesophagus, causing sen- 
sations of various unpleasant and distressing kinds, as the patient’s attempts 
at vomiting are successful, or the reverse ; in this way they are frequently 
voided from the mouth—though the aid of a physician is sometimes 
needed to remove them from the pharynx, either from the number col- 
lected together, making the passage difficult, or from other causes which 
the medical reader can readily appreciate. 

The writer has noted several cases of the escape of these worms by 
the mouth, two of which may be recorded, as noticeable from the fact that 
the diagnosis was made by the patient, that a ball of worms was coming 
up. ‘The physician in attendance said, ‘globus hystericus,” and as the 
patient was an excitable female, the probability was in favor of the 
saying. But, after a while, it was proved to be “ globus verminosus ”— 
composed of six of the “animals.” In another case, a ball of four 
worms was ejected in a perfect state—and a part of one “ worm,” which 
had evidently passed through some of the processes of digestion. 

The writer’s experience does not enable him to refer practically to the 
other species, of worms which are occasionally found in the human body. 

During the prevalence of “ bowel diseases,” three years since, the 
writer had in his care two cases of obstinate diarrhcea—one an adult, 
one a child about 7 years of age—at different and opposite parts of the 
city. At the termination of the cases, the discharge from the bowels 
contained probably thousands of small worms, about half an inch in 
length, many smaller, having the appearance of fruit worms—the 
body a series of rings, and white, while both extremities were black, or 
nearly so. The patients immediately recovered after their discharge. 

The most formidable intruder upon man’s machinery of nutrition is 
the tape worm; and here may be noticed much difference of opinion 
among writers, as to the injury consequent upon the development of this 
largest of intestinal worms in the human intestines. Some aver that un- 
less extirpated, a fatal result must always follow the ravages of this ali- 
mentary pirate; while others conclude, if he be well fed he may inhabit 
the bowel for years, with no detriment to the owner of “ the house ” 
in which he “ lives,” and that a plurality of tape worms may dwell 
together without disturbance to themselves or the benevolent provider to 
whom they owe their daily chyle. | 

All that has been written upon the subject of worms, the student of 
medicine is familiar with; and notwithstanding we have treatises in 
many works of general practice, devoted to entozoa, illustrated by 
drawings of every known species, of the size of life, to which are added 
specimens of microscopic enlargement, there is no settled rule of diag- 
nosis or plan of treatment, much in advance of ancient authority. Worms 
and cutaneous diseases appear to be in the same “category ;” and per- 
haps there is more connection between cutaneous eruptions and verminous 
irritations than is usually recognized by practitioners. 

I propose to offer, in general terns, a few remarks based upon some 
experience in that class of intestinal worms known as tape worm. I[ 
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make no pretension to any originality of thought, deep study or peculiar 
attention to this branch of pathology ; nor is it my wish to record any 
“ grand modern discovery in therapeutics,” as my own, which after all 
may be as old as the fame of Hippocrates. ‘The conclusions of the 
present may be only the impressions of the past, conveyed to my mind 
from the lips or pens of others. Iam conscious of no direct plagiarism 
of idea or fact. ‘The suggestions of practice are of course the results 
of the elementary teachings of those who once filled the chairs devoted 
to the appropriate divisions of the theories, mysteries and facts of medi- 
cine in the medical school. ‘To the writer and teacher all credit is 
viven, and authority in detail avoided ; though under obligation to the 
texts of various contributors to the present state of knowledge of “ ver- 
minous diseases,” whose records are left for the benefit of those less com- 
petent to explore so unprofitable a mine. 

Upon the manner of introduction of intestinal worms, into the human 
body, it is useless now to speculate ; a preventive is not sought for—not 
belonging to the practical. Means of sure diagnosis are desirable. But 
the writer has nothing to add at this time, in this connection, to the signs 
and symptoms generally proclaimed, and as generally admitted, to be 
equivocal and obscure. 

But with reference to the expulsion of tape worm, the result of some 
observation and experience may be usefully given, and serve the pur- 
pose intended, to render the assaults of drugs upon the human system, 
when suffering from disease, as mild as possible, no matter by what hand 
directed. 

Great stories are on record of the length of some specimens of teniz, 
with extravagant methods of cure, often miraculous powers of diagnosis, 
and the aid of wonderful mixtures and mysterious manipulations. ‘The 
truth is, that in some countries the tape worm is a common subject of 
medical treatment. Yet there does appear to be a peculiar personal 
condition in which it is developed and obtains the means of rapid growth. 
So do the remedies succeed in some cases, and fail in others. Remedies 
often times, unsuited to the case prescribed for, cause a graver departure 
from health than the worm untouched against whose life the weapon 
had been levelled. | 

Repeated purges of scammony, gamboge, calomel, turpentine, and the 
like, or fierce drastics, few patients, with an unsound mucous membrane, 
can with safety bear. Nor do metallic remedies, calculated to throw the 
“vermin” from his dwelling place, promise a better sequel than the 
array of drugs; and no remedy yet offered—even that “ world-famed ” 
of Mad. Nouffer—has met with uniform success. The drastic theory 
still prevails, and is the reliance of nearly every formula invented for 
general use. The consideration of the remedies most popular is dismissed, 
with the belief that it is unphilosophical, though successful many times, 
thus to attack the tape worm in his home. 

Not by intuition did the thought of opposite treatment direct a change 
in experiments to be made. Induction and the help of wiser counsels 
led the way, and accident developed truth, in the writer’s practice. [ 
had seen patients emaciated from long suffering, with undiscovered disease, 
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but relying too much on the medical axioms and diagnostic marks of 
recent days, had been doomed to die by men eminent and profound. The 
expressed wonder was, that life had been sustained so long. Yet had 
they sound lungs, healthy liver, and perfect freedom from organic lesion of 
any kind—still weak, almost pulseless, sinking ; the sputa of phthisis, the 
hectic, and the cough; with a circulation erratic from the central organ 
to the remotest capillary chain. ‘To these anomalies pathological science 
had given only an unmeaning name, and too cautious therapeutics 
had banished such regimen as would have done credit to the teachings 
of true hygiene. 

[had seen these patients improve apace upon a diet generous and 
rich—and, one by one, the symptoms of “incurable disease ” vanished 
as the tonic drug had given its aid—the blood with healthy vigor tinting 
the cheek, where atony so long had fixed its sallow stain. As time pro- 
gressed, joints of tenie passed by stool, confirming suspicions of a cause 
obscure, and convincing the observer that tape worm is not a rare 
“ disease.” 

It will be observed that joints of the worm came freest forth under a 
treatment which combines with a nutritious diet, principally of animal 
food, the bitter woods and herbs. Still greater numbers and more fre- 
quent discharges follow the liberal exhibition of iron in appropriate forms. 

The conclusion arrived at, from the improvement in patients suffering 
from tape worm, under a tonic treatment, and from a theory of the habits 
of the worm, and its instinctive efforts in search of food, entertained by 
the writer, after some thought, was, that a stimulating diet weakened his 
power to retain his hold in the intestine, while a vegetable diet, at the 
same time that the patient would suffer and lose strength and vigor un- 
~ der its use, would cause the worm to thrive—casting off no joints or 
parts. It seemed probable, that after a period of compulsive fasting, if a 
vegetable preparation were offered to the worm, he might be induced to 
over-feed, and suffer from over-feeding, as do human gluttons ; and that, 
while in a temporary torpid state, if surrounded by fluids in large quan- 
tities, of low temperature, he might be easily dislodged from his feeding 
place, before re-action should begin, and speedily evacuated from the 
bowel. An old method of treatment, unexplained, seems to give weight 
to these crude ideas. Experiments were made with the seeds of fruits 
_ and vegetables, which had acquired a common reputation for destroying 
~ worms, with but partial success. Accident placed at the writer’s dispo- 
sal the knowledge of a seed, from which at last an emulsion was made. 
This, aided by adjunct remedies, all of harmless nature, given in fifteen 
cases of tape worm, has not failed once, within twenty-four hours, to ex- 
pel the worm, in most cases alive ; and in some patients the “ disease,” 
under various names, had resisted all kinds of treatment for years, includ- 
ing all the tape-worm specifics known in practice. 

The writer repeats that he makes no original claim toits use. ‘The seed 
is as common as that of the apple or the orange, and may have been 
used by physicians for centuries against worms, without a record in the 
books which have met the writer’s eye. Neither is the philosophy or the 
plan of treatment mentioned in any work on worms within the know- 
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ledge of the writer—who believes, although in his own practice, as yet, 
cases sufficient have not been treated to entitle the preparation to the 
name of a “specific,” that no other plan of treatment hitherto proposed 
has proved in every case consecutively more successful, rarely requiring 
a repetition, if the directions are observed. 3 

Its peculiar recommendation, besides the easy mode of administration 
and operation, is its harmless nature, which commends its use in doubtful 
cases, in which are seen symptoms of great irritation and constitutional 
disturbance, as well as functional errors, with no organic lesion, as far as 
careful examination and good judgment may be able to decide. 

The object of this paper is to elicit inquiry into these obscure cases, 
some of which are of fatal severity, and find their way into the bills of 
mortality, particularly when children are the victims—as ‘“ marasmus,” 
a name usually given to the effect, and not the cause, of that waste of 
chyle, or inability of the organs, on whose perfect action nutrition de- 
pends, to supply the blood with that element, or principle, upon which 
life and growth exist. 

Autopsy has often revealed the presence of unsuspected worms, in the 
alimentary canal, where no organic lesion was found to account for the 
symptoms and death in the cases alluded to, as doubtful and obscure in 
their origin, progress and termination. 

The writer has no idea that the proposed. remedy for “ worm diseases ” 
could have any beneficial effect upon diseased mesenteric glands, or any 
form of real tubercular deposit ; but conceiving that many of the formule, 
considered as anthelmintic, are injurious in their action upon the mu- 
cous membrane, and glandular apparatus of the bowels, is desirous, when 
an experiment is made in suspected worm cases, that the remedy should 
be mild and harmless, and he believes that the emulsion used by him 


and by some of his medical friends, with success, combines the qualities 


so desirable. 

It is to be hoped that the desultory style of this communication will 
not condemn the matter, so that it pass unheeded by those interested 
in the healing art. Any physician who may have cases of tenia, which 
will not yield to treatment, is invited to try the emulsion, that opportuni- 
ties may be had to record success or failure, as the event shall prove. 


A SUCCESSFUL MODE OF TREATING FEVERS. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Notwitustanpine the great improvement in the practice of medicine, 
from the days of Hippocrates to the present time, above forty years ex- 
perience has convinced me that but few physicians have employed the 
best or most proper method of treatment in epidemic and contagious 
diseases ; particularly fevers, termed remittent, continued, inflammatory, 
typhus, scarlet, and such like—all of which I believe stand in the same 
association, and are the effect of actual poison, which being present in 
the system often bids defiance to the lancet, emetics, cathartics or sudo- 
rifics, and the unhappy patient frequently falls a victim to its deadly grasp. 
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But the best means that I have found, for rescuing the patient from the 
impending danger, is to disarm the enemy of his deadly weapon. For 
this purpose, for nearly twenty years, | have employed the oil of | 
olives and alkali; these being the greatest antidote with which I am ac- 
quainted. ‘The following is my usual manner of treating such disorders. 
] sometimes, though but seldom, bleed, but generally cleanse the stomach 
by the use of a few grains of ipecac., or some other mild emetic. I then 
direct the patient to be rubbed all over with the oil daily during the 
fever, using about two ounces at each time. I also direct the patient to 
take a tablespoonful of a weak solution of alkali, mixed with a little salt- 
petre, once every two, three or four hours, quieting the system by employ- 
ing a few grains of Dover’s powder occasionally, and drink freely a de- 
coction of Virginia snake root and valerian, and as much cold water as 
the patient wants. For regulating the bowels, I generally employ the 
olive oil, castor oil or rhubarb, but mostly of the former, a tablespoonful of 
which may be taken every day at the commencement of the external 
application. If the bowels are much filled with morbid matter, I some- 
times add a few grains of calomel to the rhei, avoiding drastic purges, 
as they not only irritate the system, but are often succeeded by diarrhea, 
which is sometimes difficult to restrain. I regard quietness, both of body 
and mind, of the utmost importance. An Otp PRractiTIONeR. 


[The writer of the above has given his name to the Editor, and is, as 
_ he professes to be, an old practitioner. As such, he is entitled to record 
the results of his practice. We think there is reason to believe, however, 
that the successful results in his cases were more owing to the mere harm- 
lessness of his treatment, than to any remedial efficacy exerted by it.] 


CASE OF ENLARGED SPLEEN. 


BY L, A. SMITH, M.D, NEWARK, N. J. 


J. H., of this city, aged about 30 years, of very robust frame, hardy 
constitution, and good habits, some time in the spring of 1847 received 
a severe blow in the left hypochondriac region, in consequence of being 
thrown from his waggon. He suffered some pain for a few days, but 
soon resumed his business which was very active and laborious. 

During the summer following he had an attack of intermitting fever, 
which was soon subdued by the usual treatment. This was followed 
by symptoms of functional derangement of the loins, with dyspepsia, a 
pallid countenance, edema of the feet and legs, and a dull, heavy, and 
continuous pain in the left side, where he had received the injury. Be- 
ing myself absent from home, he came under the care of my friend Dr. 
Dougherty, who took care of my patients, and who, on making exa- 
mination, detected a considerable tumor in the left hypochondriac region, 
the bounds of which could be distinctly traced. On my return, Dr. D. 
and I made a very careful examination of the tumor, and came to the 
conclusion that it was an enlargement of the spleen. With this view, ; 
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we pursued the most energetic and persevering treatment, which our own 
experience and the best authors suggested, and comprising almost the whole 
catalogue of the materia medica, used in such cases. The pain in the 
side and dyspnoea, which was so great sometimes as to prevent the pa- 
tient from lying down, continued unabated for some weeks, when he was 
attacked, in consequence of exposure to cold, with pleurisy, which called 
for very active treatment, and which was finally subdued. From this 
time, lie had but little, if any, pain in the side, and was now confined to 
the bed or the house, till a short time before his death. The most trou- 
blesome symptom was dropsical effusion, which was kept in check by the 
following prescription, which is here inserted, as it proved of great value 
in this case as well as many others under my own observation, and that 
of the friend from whom I received it:—R. Sub. mur. hydrarg., grs. x. ; 

ulv. digital. purpur., sup. tart. potass., jalapi, 4 grs. ij.  Divid. in pulv. 
No. xij. One to be taken every six hours. 

During the fall, Mr. H., by my advice, went to New York, and con- 
sulted several of the most eminent physicians in that city. One of them 
gave it as his opinion that the tumor was malignant in its character. 
Others gave no decided opinion in the case, but all agreed that little 
could be done but to palliate the symptoms. I should have remarked, 
that previously to his going to New York, one physician of eminence in 
this vicinity, who had been called in consultation, pronounced the tumor 
an enlargement and thickening of the omentum, and advised extensive 
blistermy to the abdomen. 

The patient gradually sank, and despairing of recovery he gave up 
business, and in the summer of 1843 went to his father’s residence in 
Rahway, eight or ten miles distant, when he came under the care of Drs. 
Abernethy and Drake, whose attention and efforts in his behalf were in- 
defatigable, but unavailing. He gradually sank, and about the middle 
of October, died. 

At his request, frequently expressed during his illness, I made a post- 
mortem examination, assisted by Dr. Drake. 

On making the incision a large quantity of serum, not Jess than ten 
gallons, was discharged. ‘The viscera and cavities of the body were en- 
urely healthy in appearance except the spleen, which was so enlarged 
as to occupy all the left bypochondrium, extending into the right, and 
a'so below the umbilicus some inches. It slightly adhered in several 
places to the surrounding parts, but was easily removed. It was healthy 
in appearance and color, but on being cut it'was found to be more firm 
in texture than natural, and somewhat resembling flesh, as it weighed 
more than 7} pounds. We cut into it in several places, but found no 
symptoms of malignancy. 

1 shall not take up the room of your valuable Journal in detailing the 
treatment in this case. It comprised all that the skill of several of our 
most distinguished physicians, who were consulted, could suggest. 

Whether this disease was induced by the injury mentioned, or was 
consequent upon the intermitting fever, or was independent of both 
causes, | leave every one to make up his own opinion ; only adding that | 
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shall long remember the case with interest, not only from its intrinsic 
merits, but from having had my own life, or at least limb, brought into 
imminent peril by a puncture of my thumb in making the post-mortem 
exammnation.— New Jersey Medical Reporter. 


CASES OF OBSTRUCTION OF THE BOWELS, CAUSED BY FACAL 
ACCUMULATION IN THE RECTUM. 


BY R. B, swiscm M.R.C.S.E.. SURGEON TO THE AGHADA UNION DISPENSARY. 


Patrick Couuins, aged 50, was admitted on the evening of the 13th 
of October, 1848, to the Cloyne Dispensary, of which I then had 
charge. He has had no evacuation from his bowels for eight days; 
he is in great agony, suffering from violent bearing-down, expulsive 
pains ;-complains of great distention of the rectum, feeling as if every 
moment he was about to have a discharge from his bowels, and is con- 
stantly making ineffectual attempts to evacuate them. His abdomen 
is swollen, and painful on pressure ; his features are sunken and denote 
great exhaustion ; he is very weak, tottering as he leaves his bed to go 
to the close-stool ; pulse 120, small and weak, and his body exhales a 
most nauseous odor. 

On examining the rectum I found the anus open, but could not intro- 
duce my finger more than an inch into the gut, its entrance being ob- 
structed by a mass of hardened, closely-packed feces. He had taken 
several doses of purgative medicines, and had injections administered, 
without effect, previous to his admission. | 

Having ascertained the nature of the obstruction, with the handle of a 
common pewter spoon [ gradually removed a large quantity of hard feces 
from the rectum; and having cleared out the intestine as far as | could 
reach, I threw up two or three pints of warm water, which soon came 
away, bringing with it a large discharge from the bowels. 1 then 
gave him oue drop of croton oil, and six grains of compound extract 
of colocynth, and directed that his belly should be well rubbed with 
turpentine liviment. 

14th, 7 o’clock, A. M.—His bowels have been three times opened 
during the night ; pulse 90; belly soft and free from .pain on pressure ; 
he complains of the soreness of the rectum and anus. Fomentations 
to the anus. 

15th.—Feels quite well, except for some soreness of the rectum ; 
pulse 80; to have an oil draught; on the 18th he was discharged from 
the hospital. | 

On Wednesday, October 25, 1848, I was called to see Margaret 
Connor, aged 65. I found her in the following state :—she has had no 
evacuation from her bowels for the last five days, and but very little for 
several days previously ; she complains of acute pain and distention in — 
the rectum, and is constantly making ineffectual efforts to evacuate her 
bowels; she has been unable to empty her bladder for the last two days, 
but the urine dribbles away when she makes a violent expulsive effort. 
The abdomen is swollen, and tympanitic on percussion, except in the 
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hypogastrium, where the enlarged bladder gives a dull sound. Her 
skin is hot and dry ; tongue dry, and covered with a brown fur; coun- 
tenance flushed ; pulse 112. On examining the rectum I found the 
anus open, its edges thick and prominent; the intestine was crammed 
with hardened, closely-packed feces. 

Having introduced a gum-elastic catheter, and relieved the bladder of 
a large quantity of dark-colored urine, I proceeded as in the former case ; 
and, having cleared out the rectum, I threw up about a quart of warm 
water, which soon came away, bringing with it the solid and gaseous 
contents of the lower intestine; I then gave half a@ drop of croton oil, 
and six grains of extract of colocynth ina pill. At 7 o'clock, P. M., 
bowels twice copiously relieved, and has passed water; complains of 
great soreness of the rectum and anus. ‘The anus to be fomented with 
cloths wrung out of warm water, and to be smeared with sweet oil. 

26th.—F eels quite well, except for the soreness ; stupes to be con- 
tinued. On the 28th she was able to leave her bed. 

Patrick Coughlan, aged 50, applied at the Cloyne Dispensary on the 
10th of November, 1848. He has had no discharge from his bowels for 
five days ; he complains of violent pain in the belly, and shooting through 
the rectum ; he is constantly forced, by a feeling of distention in the rec- 
tum, to make violent but ineffectual expulsive efforts to evacuate his 
bowels ; his belly is tympanitic, his pulse rapid and weak, and his body 
exhales a most offensive odor. On examining the rectum, I found the 
anus widely open, its edges thick, and the rectum crammed with harden- 
ed feces. I proceeded in this case as in the two former, and with a 
similar result. 

William Collins, aged 15, was brought to the Cloyne Dispensary on 
the 27th of November, 1848. He has had no discharge from his bow- 
els for four days ; he complains of great pain and distention in the rec- 
tum, and feels a constant desire to go to stool, but without relief; he is 
unable to empty his bladder, but the urine dribbles away when he makes 
a violent effort to relieve his bowels ; he has taken several doses of pur- 
gative medicines. On examining the rectum, I found a fecal accumula- 
tion, as in the former cases, which | treated in the same way, and with a 
similar result. 

A boy, aged 7, was admitted to the Cloyne Dispensary on the 6th of 
December, 1848 ; has had no evacuation from his bowels for four days ; 
he is suffering from violent bearing-down, expulsive pains; his pulse is 
rapid and weak, and his tongue foul. On examination | found the rec- 
tum full of hard feces, which I proceeded to remove as in the former 
cases, and with like success. 

These cases prove the importance of exploring the rectum in all cases 
of obstruction of the bowels, as mechanical obstacles may exist in it, 
which cannot be overcome by purgatives or enemata, a perseverance in 
the use of which will only increase the patient’s danger and torment. 

Enemata are useless, as no tube or pipe can be introduced through 
the mass; and I Jook upon purgatives as worse than useless, for the rec- 
tum, from its great distention, seems for the time paralyzed, and is evi- 
dently unable to contract on its contents. The obstinate constipation, 
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the bearing down, the feeling of distention of the rectum, the constant 
exhausting ineffectual efforts, and the fecal smell, form a group of symp- 
toms, which a rectal examination will prove to depend on fecal accu- 
mulation in the gut. 

The treatment of the affection is simple and direct. A pewter ta- 
ble-spoon, with its handle a little bent, makes an efficient instrument 
wherewith to quarry out the hardened mass. After the rectum has been 
cleared out, an operation which may occupy an hour or longer, an O’ 
Beirne’s tube, well oiled, should be introduced, and two or three pints 
of warm water thrown up; this will be soon followed by a free dischargé 
from the bowels, which will give immediate relief. A drop of croton 
oil, with five or six grains of the extract of colocynth, in a pill, should 
now be given, or an ounce or two of castor oil. Leeches and fomenta- 
tions may be necessary to relieve irritation or prevent inflammation of the 
rectum. The feculent matter in all these cases consisted of potato skins 
and undigested crust of Indian-meal cakes.— Dub. Jour. of Med Science. 


PATHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES INTO THE DISEASES OF THE EAR. 


BY JOSEPH TOYNBEE, F.R.S., FELLUW OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, ENG. 


Tuts paper, read before the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, Feb. 
13, 1849, contains the results of 915 dissections, which are classified as 
follows :—Ears of persons know to be deaf, 184; ears of persons sup- 
posed to be deaf, 70; ears in the stage of incipient deafness, 358 ; ears 
in a healthy state, 303. Total, 915. 

After some introductory observations, the author enters upon an exa- 
mination of the state of each of the structures composing the organ of 
‘hearing. The most frequent pathological condition of the membrana 
tympani, consists in a thickening of its internal and middle layers, the 
deposit in its substance of calcareous matter, its adhesion with or without 
the presence of membranous bands to the inner wall of the tympanic 
cavity, and the destruction of more or less of its substance by ulceration. 
In the tympanic cavity, the diseases most frequently present are, a thick- 
ened state of the mucous membrane, membranous bands which connect 
together the ossicula, deposits of mucous, purulent, scrofulous and calca- 
reous matter. Anchylosis of the stapes to the fenestra ovalis occurred 
in 26 instances. One of the interesting results of these dissections is 
the rarity of disease in the Eustachian tube ; in the 612 dissections of 
diseased ears, only 21 disclosed traces of disease in that portion of the 
organ of hearing. ‘The author pointed out the agreement that exists 
between the diseased condition described and the history and symptoms 
of deaf patients during life, and expressed his conviction that when ra- 
tional plans of treatment, founded upon pathological research, are fully 
carried out by intelligent medical men, this branch of surgery will be 
rescued from the uncertainty which at present attaches to it. The au- 
thor concluded his paper by pointing out the intimate connection which 
exists between different parts of the organ of hearing and the brain, its 
membranes and other important organs. 
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Mr. Toynbee, at the conclusion of his paper, was questioned by a 
great number of the fellows on various points connected with disease of 
the ear. It will not be necessary to give the questions and answers in 
detail, but the subjoined epitome of the answers will convey the entire 
meaning of the author of the paper. 

1. The treatment of chronic inflammation and thickening of the mu- 
cous membrane lining the tympanic cavity consists in the use of leeches, 
followed by an ointment, composed of a drachm of powdered cantharides 
to an ounce of simple ointment, or of the tincture of iodine, below the 
ears, and as near to the tube as possible. To the outer half or two- 
thirds of the external meatus a solution of nitrate of silver is to be ap- 
plied, every third or fourth day ; the salt is to be dissolved in water, and 
its strength may vary from half a drachm to a drachm of the salt to an 
ounce of water. Where the mucous membrane of the fauces is thick 
or relaxed, astringent applications should be made. Small doses of blue 
pill, the bichloride of mercury, or mercury with chalk, should be ad- 
ministered, not with the object of producing salivation, or any depression 
of the system, but to aid the local applications in promoting absorption. 
Warm bathing, exercise in the open air, the avoidance of wine and stimu- 
lants, and of close and warm rooms, should be strictly enjoined. Un- 
der this treatment, cases of deafness, of many years’ standing, have been 
cured or relieved. 

2. Catheterism of the Eustachian tube is an operation very rarely 
called for; in nine cases out of ten, by means of the otoscope, air is dis- 
tinctly heard to enter the tympanic cavity, or there are other unequivo- 
cal symptoms indicative of the pervious state of this tube; practical ex- 
perience with the deaf quite agrees with the result of the dissections of 
the Eustachian tube. 

3. Besides the otoscope, in order to arrive at something like an accu- 
rate diagnosis of the nature of ear diseases, it is quite requisite to use a 
small Jamp and a delicate silver speculum. By means of the two latter 
instruments the exact state of the meatus and membrana tympani can be 
ascertained. It will be observed that the latter structure is not unfre- 
quently more concave than natural, a condition which is produced either 
by direct adhesion of the membrana tympani to the inner wall of the 
tympanum, or through the agency of membranous bands, or by a con- 
traction of the tensor tympani muscle. 

4. The principal disease observed in the fenestra rotunda consists in 
the presence over it of a distinct false membrane, which is attached to 
the margins of the fossa fenestra rotunde ; the latter fossa is often com- 
pletely filled up by the thickened mucous membrane of the tympanum. 

6. Many deaf persons, as in the case of one of the patients in whom 
there was found to be complete anchylosis of the stapes to the fenestra 
ovalis, hear musical sounds when sonorous vibration can be made to act 
upon the nervous expansion, as through the medium of solids. 

7. My experience has not been sufficient to indicate by the kind of 
deafness the particular part of the ear affected. 

8, Asa rule, I have not found the fluids of the labyrinth deficient in 
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old persons, but the mucous membrane of the tympanum and the mem- 
brana tympani have been the seat of the disease. 

9. Some deaf persons hear better in a noise, as in a carriage, than when 
quiet, because the fluid of the vestibule is thrown thereby into a state of 
undulation, and in this state can receive vibrations of the thickened mem- 
brane of the fenestra rotunda, which are much less powerful than is na- 
tural ; indeed, supposing the views on the physiology of the tympanum 
advanced by Mr. Brooke, to be correct, and thus far all my researches 
tend to establish their accuracy, in those cases where the stape is so firmly 
fixed as not to be able to press upon the labyrinthous fluids, and give 
them a certain state of tensity, the vibration produced by a carriage or 
by a loud sound would in some measure be a compensation. 

10. In some deaf persons there is an over-sensibility of the nerves 
of the ear, and a loud sound or a loud voice aggravates the malady by 
causing a forcible contraction of the muscles of the internal ear, and a 
rigid state of the membrana tympani. 

11. Tinnitus aurium is probably dependent upon the constant com- 
pression of the contents of the vestibule, and by the pressure inwards 
of the stapes by means of rigid bands of adhesion, thickened base of the 
stapes, &c. 

12. There are cases where loud renorts produce a rupture of the 
membrana tympani; others, in which the hearing becomes gradually 
dulled, as in the right ear of sportsmen. [have not been able to dissect 
any cases tending to elucidate the pathological condition.— Lon. Lancet. 
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BOSTON, MAY 2, 1849. 


Massachusetts Medical Soctety—Suffolk District.—An adjourned meet- 
ing of the Fellows of the Medical Society for Suffolk District, including 
Chelsea, was held at the Masonic Temple on Wednesday, April 25th— 
Dr. John Ware in the chair. Dr. George Hayward, iv behalf of the com- 
Inittee appointed at a previous meeting for the purpose of considering the 
expediency of forming a District Medical Society, submitted the accom- 
panying report, which was unanimously adopted. Drs. George Hayward, 
M.S. Perry. and Charles Chase of Chelsea, were chosen a committee to 
petition the Counsellors for leave to form a District Medical Society. It 
was then voted to proceed to the nomination of Counsellors for Suffolk Dis- 
trict. On motion of Dr. Storer, the Chair was requested to nominate a 
committee of five, who should retire and report a list of Counsellors for the 
consideration of the meeting. The Chair appointed on this committee 
Drs. Buck, Otis of Chelsea, Flint, Shurtleff and Morland. The committee 
after consultation, unanimously reported the names of the following gentle- 
men, who were accepted by the meeting as candidates for Suffolk District : 
Drs. John Ware, Geo. C. Shattuck, Jacob Bigelow. Z. B. Adams, S. D. 
Townsend, John Homans, Geo. Hayward, Wm. J. Walker, John Jeffries, 
John C. Hayden, D. H. Storer, Samuel Morrill, John D. Fisher, C. G. 
Putnam, A. A. Watson, M. S. Perry, Ezra Palmer, Daniel Harwood, 
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A. A. Gould, Martin Gay, Henry Dyer, Chas. H. Stedman, J. B. S. Jack- 
son, George Bartlett, John Odin, -J. B. Gregerson, N. B. Shurtleff, H. I. 
Bowditch. H. G. Clark, Charles Chase of Chelsea. 

On motion, it was voted that the Secretary should cause the list of Coun- 
sellors selected by the committee and accepted by the meeting, to be printed 
as the regularly nominated ticket for this district, and submit the same to 
the Fellows on the day of the annual meeting. 

J. Secretary. 

The following is the report of the committee on the subject of a District 
Medical Society. 


The committee appointed by the Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society residing in Suffolk, to consider the expediency of forming a Dis- 
trict Society, respectfully ask leave to report: ‘That they are unanimously 
of opinion that it is expedient to form such a Society at as early a period as 
is practicable. ‘The committee are aware, that by the revised code of By- 
Laws, which have already been approved by the Counsellors, and which 
will in all probability receive the sanction of the Fellows, the formation of 
such a Society in each district is made imperative. But these By-Laws 
cannot, if adopted by the Fellows, go into operation until there has been an 
alteration of the charter of the Society, and this can be made only by an 
act of the Legislature. It is too late to obtain the passage of such an act 
at the present session, and of course another year must pass before the new 
code of By-Laws can become operative. 

But a District Society may be formed under the existing By-Laws. To 
do this, it is only necessary for the Fellows of any district, who wish the es- 
tablishment of such a Society, to make application to the Counsellors, who 
have full power to authorize its organization. And this course your com- 
mittee would recommend for adoption. In this way a year might be gained 
in the formation of the Society. 

It is perhaps hardly necessary for the committee to state the advantages 
which they believe would result from a measure that would unite more 
closely the members of the parent society residing in this district. It could 
not fail, in their opinion, to promote harmony and good feeling among them. 
Tt would enable them to act with more concert, and consequently give them 
by a harmonious action, a greater degree of weight and influence in the 
Society at large, than they now possess. By bringing the Fellows of the 
Society residing in this district more frequently together, and thus giving 
a better opportunity than they now enjoy, for an interchange of views and 
opinions on topics of a common interest, it would tend to break down the 
i and ill-feeling that too often exist among the members of our pro- 

ession. 

The committee, influenced by these and similar considerations, would 
therefore recommend the formation of a District Society with as little delay 
as possible. By having it organized before the new code of By-Laws goes 
into operation, it will, when that takes place, be a more efficient agent to 
carry them into effect. For the purpose of presenting the views of the com- 
mittee in a more definite form, they propose the adoption of the following 
resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That it is expedient to form a District Medical Society for Suf- 
folk, and that measures be taken to carry this resolution into effect at as 
early a period as is practicable. 

Respectfully submitted, by 
 Gegorce Haywarp, 
Boston, April 25, 1849. In behalf of the Committee. 
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Wheeler on Asiatic Cholera.—Quite a small treatise on the all-absorbing 
subject of cholera, and the best modes of preventing and curing it, comes 
from Dr. John Wheeler, of New York. He is a one-notion man; his plan 
is alleged to be the only true way of overcoming and subduing the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness. Dr. Wheeler has a secret remedy, a 
mighty agent for good, called Balm of Mascatello, which is a leviathan 
among medicines,—so potent and irresistible, that, if all the world would buy 
it, why he might retire with half the gold in California. But one would 
suppose it quite useless to persuade people, possessing a grain of intelli- 
gence, to become patrons of nostrums. There is a great host of persons, 
however, who have an ungovernable appetency for secret remedies, without 
regard to their character or the influence they might exert on the system, 
and they would be great consumers of mascatello, provided the article is 
very dear, and Dr. Wheeler makes the doses so small that it is necessary 
to repeat them often. While thanking the author for a copy of his pam- 
phlet, we must confess our inability to perceive its merits. 


Bellevue Hospital, New York.—A report for the past year, by D. M. Reese, 
M.D., LL.D., exhibits the great medical business of the institution. Dr. 
Reese is assisted by two consulting physicians and two surgeons, besides six 
visiting physicians and six visiting surgeons, and there are residing with him 
on the. premises eight assistant physicians. Whole number of patients on 
hand, Jan. Ist, 1848, 535; from that period to Dec. 31st, 3797 were ad- 
mitted, making 4332 patients in one year. On an average, there were 10 
new admissions daily. The mortality did not much exceed 14 per cent., 
says the report ; and those who were cured, or so relieved as to provide for 
themselves, exceeded 72 per cent. Ireland, that prolific country, furnished 
2592 of the patients. From 1827 to 1847, there were received at the alms- 
house hospital, now designated as Bellevue, 39,206 patients, 30,320 of 
whom were discharged, and 8,277 died. From May 20th, 1845, to the 
close of 1848, there were 768 births there. 

Dr. Reese has presented an orderly report, accompanied by tabular state- 
ments of peculiar value. His suggestions and plain account of the way 
businéss is transacted, show that he is well fitted for the place. Very 
few men could manage the great Babel of invalids with such facility and 
order as characterize the institution since it was placed under his special 
charge. There are united in him, science, skill, benevolence and energy. 
Such men should hold responsible positions. 


Distortion of the Face and Neck.—Dr. S. P. Hullihen, of Wheeling, 
Va., hus published, in a pamphlet, the extraordinary case of an elongation 
of the under jaw and distortion of the face, caused by a burn, successfully 
treated. Not many years since, this same gentleman made essential im- 
provements in the hare-lip operation. In this instance, the deformity was 
of the most painful character. The head was drawn forward and down- 
ward, and the chin confined within an inch of the sternum—the under 
lip was so pulled down that the mucous membrane of the left side came 
far below the chin. Some wood cuts are introduced to illustrate the ap- 
pearance before and after a restoration. Nothing is more obvious than 
that Dr. Hullihen accomplished a very difficult operation, with entire 
success, 
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Suffolk Medical District.—A meeting was held on Wednesday, the 
25th, at the Masonic Temple, as will be seen on another page, for the 
nomination of Counsellors of the State Society, &c. From all accounts, 
there must have been some febrile symptoms discoverable. Young physic 
and old prejudices were there; but harmony should characterize the medi- 
cal fraternity. It is intimated that the real trial of strength will take 
place on the day of election—at the annual meeting. It is far easier to 
persuade than to drive men into a compliance with the views or whims of 
others. 


Homeopathic Journal.—Mr. Clapp’s Quarterly, commenced by the late 
Dr. Becker, a memoir of whose life appeared in this Journal some months 
since, bears on the second number the name of Dr. Joseph Birnstill, as 
editor, who evinces a commendable industry in the translation of foreign 
articles. The periodical is mostly made up in that manner. We never 
attempt concealing our views of homeopathy, which bears the same rela- 
tion to the science of medicine that something does to nothing. Yet many 
of those who practise upon the system, are persons of the highest respecta- 
bility and moral worth. It is the system that is objectionable. - Dr. Birn- 
still has an opportunity, with this large-sized Journal, of elevating the 
school of practitioners who support it, and gaining for himself a distin- 
guished literary reputation. 


American Medical Association.—As was anticipated, the delegates to this 
great medical gathering are arriving from all sections of the United States. 
The session opened yesterday, but after our Journal had gone to press. 
The State Legislature still being in session, the State House could not be 
had, and the meeting, therefore, is held at the Lowell Institute, on Wash- 
ington street. This evening, the profession of Boston will receive these 
distinguished medical strangers at the Revere House, Bowdoin square. 
Next week we shall commence chronicling the transactions of the Association 
in the Journal. In the mean time, the publisher has made arrangements 
to issue a daily report of the proceedings, which he proposes sending, 


without charge, to the subscribers of the Journal—by means of which ot | 


will be made acquainted, at the earliest moment, of the measures whic 
may be proposed or adopted by the Association. Subscribers to the Jour- 
nal who are delegates and now in the city, may receive these daily reports 
by calling at the Journal office. Our Boston subscribers, also, are request- 
ed to call for their copies. 


Effects of Chloroform.—Dr. Warren’s pamphlet, just published, on the 
effects of chloroform and of strong chloric ether, has appeared at a favorable 
moment. The profession will be influenced at once by such authority. 
Particulars will be given in regard to it hereafter. . f 


Novel Suggestion for the Treatment of Epilepsy.—The following ex- 
tract relates to a matter which has been written about in the newspapers of 
this country, but of which we have not before seen any authentic account. 

‘In a recent sitting of the Académie de Médecine M. Rouchoux read, in 
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his own name and that of M. Falret, a report upon a paper drawn up by 
M. Pereire, of Bordeaux, upon epilepsy, treated by l’arteriotome épicra- 
nienne. Itconsists of obliterating, by subcutaneous incisions at their origin, 
the different arterial branches, from which the ramifications spread upon 
the pericranium in numerous capillary vesseis, and establish anastomoses 
with those of the brain, after having traversed the cranium and its mem- 
branes. This obliteration prevents the blood not only from arriving at the 
encephalon in sufficient quantity to produce congestion, but produces a kind 
of atrophy which renders the return of the fits impossible. This theory 
appears to M. Rochoux inadmissible ; he does not think that congestion de- 
termined to the encephalon is necessary for the production of epilesy, nor 
does he think that the remedy could be employed to prevent the develop- 
ment of the coilateral arteries and their anastomoses.”— Psychological 


Journal. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Francis Mallory is a candidate for Congress, 
7th District, Virginiaa—There was a large amount of sickness at San 
Francisco, at the last dates. A large number of Sandwich Islanders had 
died of measles.—Twenty physicians belong to the household of the 
Queen of England, yet only about one or two of them are ever consulted. 
—Dr. Lowrie, formerly of New Jersey, is at Panama, doing a large busi- 
ness. Physicians are pocketing the gold as it comes from the diggings. — 
‘Dr. S. Andrew has been elected mayor of Port Amboy, N. J. Physicians 
appear to be in request for that office of late—several having been recently 
elected in different cities, both here and in England.—Dr. B. Young, chief 
clerk of the Navy Department, has sent in his resignation.—Dr. Henry W. 
Rivers has been appointed Hospital Physician and Surgeon, Marine Hos- 
pital, R. J., in place of Dr. F. L. Wheaton, removed.—Dr. F. Houghton, 
of Iowa, is to be one of the visiters to the West Point Military School. 
—An absurd story is circulating in the papers, that Dr. Warren, of Boston, 
opened the stomach of a young woman last week, while under the influ- 
ence of ether, and extracted a tape worm! On the authority of Dr. War- 
ren himself, we can pronounce it whelly untrue——A work on cholera is 
in press in this city, and will be published in a few weeks. 


Notice.—The article on Worms, in to-day’s Journal, in consequence of the writer not having 
had an opportunity to revise his manuscript and correct the proofs, contains mariy errors and omis- 
sions, which will be corrected in a future number. 


MarriEp,—Geo. W. Holbrook, M.D., of New York, to Miss F. M. Lawton. 


Diep,—At Charleston, S. C., Dr. B. B. Strobel, 45.—At Lexington, on Lake Huron, Dr. 
Heath, drowned in attempting to reach Port Huron in a small boat—At Camp Ringold, Texas, 
Dr. Ravaud Kearney, of New York, 27. . 


Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week ending April 28th, 80.—Males, 35—females, 45.— 
Of consumption. 13—measles, 13—scarlet fever, 5—lung fever, 4—typhus fever, ee fe- 
ver, l—brain fever, 2—infantile, 7—disease of the heart, 4—dropsy, ropsy on the brain, 2— 
dropsy in the head, 2—inflammation of the brain, 1—disease of the lungs, 2—accidental, 1— 
hooping cough, 1—colic, 1—erysipelas, 1—dyseutery, 2—delirium tremens, 1—drowned, 1— 
convulsions, 2—congestion of the oan 1—teething, 1—bzemorrhage of the lungs, 1—metro- 
peritonitis, 1—old age, 1—child-bed, 1—debility, 1. 

Under 5 years, 30—between 5 and 20 years, 15—between 20 and 40 years, 18—between 40 
and 60 years, 12—over G0 years, 3. 
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On Ether Glue, or Liquor Constringens ; and its uses in Surgery. By 
C. F. Schoenbein, M. D., Basle.—In the middle of December, 1848, I dis- 
covered an organic compound, soluble in common ether, which in its dis- 
solved state has ever since been usefully employed as a surgical remedy, 
and introduced into our pharmacop@ias by the distinguished surgeon of 
Basle, Doctor Jung, under the term, “ Liquor Constringens Schoenbeinii.” 
I had no sooner found out the ethereal solution, than I recommended M. 
Jung to try its surgical effects, and from very numerous experiments made 
in our hospital and elsewhere by that gentleman, it appeared that the said 
liquor proved to be the most efficacious in healing (1) chilblains of all class- 
es; (2) wounds produced by fire ; (3) soreness of the skin of different de- 
scriptions ; (4) certain swellings of the feet, &c. To produce those healing 
effects of the liquor, which I propose to call Etaer Give, or Erner Baum, 
the suffering part of the body is immediately to be covered with the solu- 
tion by the means of a common pencil, such as is used for painting. In 
cases of exuding wounds, the sore part must, previously to that operation, 
be covered by sticking plaster. Some of my children suffering much from 
broken chilblains, I cured with the liquid in a few days. 

Many other Swiss physicians and surgeons, and particularly Doctors 
Miesher and Dennue of Berne, fully corroborated by their experiments the 
surgical results obtained by Dr. Jung, so that the liquid has been very fre- 
quently used these last two years. Dr. Jung communicated his results to 
the Philosophical Society just two years ago, and did more fully so to the, 
Swiss Association for the Advancement of Science, at a meeting which 
took place at Schaffhausen, eighteen months ago. The paper read by Dr. 
Jung was published in the Transactions of the Society. As there is hardly 
any doubt that what the Americans have lately called ‘Collodion,” and 
stamped into a new invention of their own, is, in fact, nothing but the Li- 
quor Constringens, known and used in Switzerland for nearly three years ; 
everybody must admit that the priority of the preparation and surgical em- 
ployment belongs to Switzerland, and not to America. Some years ago I 
sent to a number of scientific friends, ex. gr., to Faraday, Herschel, Berze- 
lius, and Poggendorff, little transparent vessels made out of the Liquor Con- 
stringens, and I have no doubt that if my friends should put their little bells 
into common ether, they would see them readily dissolved, yielding a fluid 
closely resembling the American Collodion. 

If I did not so thoroughly dislike pursuits about priority, I might perhaps 
easily explain how it came to pass, that an old thing has been sent to us 
from America as a new one. 

To conclude, I may as well mention that some years ago, French, Ger- 
man and English newspapers treated in rather a vague and somewhat exag- 
gerated manner of a discovery of mine, which to them was no less than a 
remedy good almost for everything, especially for healing quickly all sorts 
of wounds. There was some truth in that report, for it referred to the ex- 
periments made by Swiss surgeons on Ether Glue, but I did not like to say 
anything publicly about the subject, for reasons which may be easily imag- 


ined.—London Lancet. 


Berberine in the Calumba Root.—Dr. Boedeker mentions in the Anna- 
len der Chemie und Pharmacy, that while engaged in the analysis of ca- 
lumba, he discovered that this root contains a notable amount of berberine, 
as proved by the identity of the product with the berberine obtained from 
berberries by a careful analysis.— Foreign Dep. London Lancet. 
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